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Dear Friends and Parishioners of All Saints, Boyne Hill, 

 

The weekend that has just passed was a rewarding time for those that experienced the worship to 

commemorate VE Day and those who shared the parish outing to Worcester College, Oxford. For more detail 

of the trip please see Greg Hurst’s excellent summary of the day  on page??including Relf Clark’s outstanding 

talk on the history of the College, the visit to meet the Chaplain, Fr Green,  within the college chapel, the walk 

through the beautiful gardens, the afternoon tea shared together and the beautiful choral evensong we were 

privileged to experience at Magdalen College. 

On Sunday we marked the climax of the week of VE commemorations. Brian Graves had the idea of working in 

collaboration with Allana, the music teacher at Altwood School, and some of the students in forming a shared 

choir and also challenging the school to make a short presentation on the end of the life of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer.  Bonhoeffer was one of the most influential Protestant theologians of the twentieth century and 

wrote one of the classics of modern Christian theology called ‘The Cost of Discipleship.’ 

Reading Steven Plant’s introduction to the Anniversary edition of ‘The Cost of Discipleship’ I noted the starting 

point to Bonhoeffer’s life of ‘Costly Grace.’ Firstly ‘He was one of the few who quickly understood, even before 

Hitler came to power, that National Socialism was a brutal attempt to make history without God and to found 

it on the strength of man alone.’ Bonhoeffer believed he needed to side with oppressed and persecuted 

Christians in Germany, and he was not going to desert them even though he had opportunities to live in 

America and England. He felt he had no right to take part in the reconstruction of the Christian faith after the 

war if he had not shared the trials of his people during the war. ‘Christians in Germany will face the terrible 

alternative of either willing the defeat of their nation in order that Christian civilization may survive or willing 

the victory of their nation and thereby destroying our civilization. I know which of these alternatives I must 

choose.’ 

The students of Altwood School provided some of the text behind Bonhoeffer’s final hours. The Chaplain says 

to Bonhoeffer ‘I have brought you this - some bread, a little fruit. And…I thought you might like to hear today’s 

psalm. Bonhoeffer smiling replies ‘Bread for the body. And Bread for the soul. Yes, please. The Chaplain reads 

‘The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The Lord is my stronghold of my life – of whom 

shall I be afraid?’ 

Bonhoeffer was executed on April 9th 1945 at Flossenbürg. Witnesses recalled his calm resolve, his prayers 

whispered to the end.  As the students reminded us although his body was silenced his voice lives on through 

his letters, his courage and his costly grace which continues to inspire those who seek justice in this world. 

In our biblical texts from Acts 8,9 and 10 through this Eastertide we discover Ananias laying hands on Saul, 

Philip bringing the Ethiopian Eunuch to faith and Peter and Cornelius experiencing God’s inclusive hope for the 

church as the Body of Christ. We pray for a world that as Pope Francis said ‘Builds bridges not walls’.  
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As Bonhoeffer knew the War brought hate against Jews, homosexuals, travellers, opponents to the Nazi 

leaders as they were not humans.  

Thank you, Altwood School, for supporting All Saints in remembering brave British men and women and Allied 

Forces that brought freedom and value and for giving thanks for Bonhoeffer who chose ‘Costly’ grace against 

‘Cheap’ grace in loving God and our neighbour. 

May you be blessed by God’s love this Eastertide. 

Fr Jeremy 

RESOURCES FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 

Thursday 15 May            3.00pm Open the Book at All Saints School 

     8.00pm Choir Practice 
   
Friday 16  10.00am Tiny Saints Toddler Group in the Parish Centre 
  
Saturday 17  10.00am – 12 noon Sustainability Group’s gardening morning in the churchyard.  See p 5 
 
Sunday 18  10.00am Parish Eucharist for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Celebrant & Preacher:  Fr Jeremy   Young Saints meet in the Birinus Room. 
 
6.00pm Sundays@6  Choral Evensong at St Luke’s 

 
Monday 19  7.30pm Standing Committee Meeting in the Birinus Room 
 
Tuesday 20  9.30am Morning Prayer  
    10.30am Meeting in the Birinus Room to plan VJ Commemorations  
    
Wednesday 21  10.00am  Eucharist– Fr Jeremy 
    3.00pm Open the Book at Larchfield School 
                                            
Thursday 22  3.00pm Open the Book at All Saints School  
   7.45pm  Deanery Synod Meeting with Bishop Mary at St Luke’s  

8.00pm Choir Practice    
  

Friday 23  10.00am  Tiny Saints in the Parish Centre       
    
Sunday 25                      10.00am Parish Eucharist for the Sixth Sunday of Easter  

Celebrant & Preacher:  Fr Jeremy 
 
4.00pm Sundays@4  Looking forward to Ascension & Pentecost followed by a BBQ 

 
Monday 26             Bank Holiday Monday  
 
Tuesday 27  9.30am Morning Prayer 
 
Wednesday 28              10.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  Celebrant: Fr Jeremy 
    11.30am  Service at Normanhurst Care Home 
    2.30pm  Service at Larchfield Care Home 
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PRAYER INTENTIONS 
As we journey through the season of Eastertide we reflect on Peter’s vision and encounter with Cornelius. We 

thank you for Peter who was brave enough to go forward in faith and do your will. Lord, we ask that we may 

reach out to and welcome the Gentiles of today perhaps seen in asylum seekers, young people and families, 

the poor, the lonely, those facing challenging mental and physical conditions. Lord, we pray that we be made 

new and see afresh the opportunities to welcome all people to the church and reach out to those in our 

communities beyond the building. 

In the coming weeks we will hear of healing stories like the man by the pool at Bethesda. Lord, we ask for your 

spirit to be present with all who tend the sick, counsel the distressed, sit with the dying or develop medical 

research. We give thanks for those in our own congregation who give their time and talents to caring for 

people in time of need.  

We pray for Claire and Julie as together we pray and discern the way forward to provide prayer, wholeness 

and healing at All Saints. Lord may your Holy Spirit guide us as we pray for all those who seek God’s loving 

presence and touch. 

We continue to give thanks for our Asylum Seekers and Refugees who have brought vitality to our community. 

We pray for them as they continue to go through interviews, seek jobs and hopefully find homes to live in. 

May they flourish and live life in all its fulness within this country. 

We pray for the Sustainability group and the morning planned gardening at the churchyard. We pray that we 

may discern ways to work in partnership with God’s creation. 

We pray for the new PCC and Standing committee meetings as they meet for the beginning of the new groups 

following the APCM. We give thanks for those that have given their time and talents in times past and pray 

that the Holy Spirit will guide us the coming year. 

We pray for the Deanery Synod that will meet at St Luke’s to welcome Bishop Mary, as she shares her vision 

for the Reading Archdeaconry and the Deanery. We give thanks for Mary as the new Bishop of Reading. May 

she be blessed in her ministry to us all. 

We pray for peace within the World. We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine, Russia, Gaza and the Holy 

Land, South Sudan and Sudan, India and Pakistan and all part of the world where there is unrest. We pray for 

peace to be found. 

We pray for those in need; Daneille, Sylvia Denison, Gordon Kerrison, Sylvia Telford, Hugh Boulter, Scopas 

Lado, Margaret Ego, Vera Shaw, Nick Kirk, Heidi Webb, Massouma Hassani, Akram Taj-eddin, Mahmoud 

Tabkhi, Diana Monari, Abdul Ghader Tajeddini, Barbara Ann-Bourne, Beryl Dorton, David Morgan, Elek Bolygo, 

Edite Zadinane, Caithlin, Jack, Emily and Jessica and Catherine. May they all know God’s healing and loving 

presence. 

We pray for the recently departed including Peter McDonald, John Lovie and all our departed brothers and 

sisters. May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 18 MAY THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
COLLECT 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by 
your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit  one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

 

NT READING  Acts 11: 1 – 18 

The apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 
So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying,  ‘I was in 
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; 
kill and eat.”  But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 
But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.”  
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, 
sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.”  And as 
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If 
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?’  When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has 
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 

GOSPEL:  John 13:  31—35 
 During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 
been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now 
I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.’ 

 
MUSIC    

Prelude: Chorale Prelude on "Melcombe" C H H Parry  

Opening hymn: 4  New every morning is the love   

Gradual hymn: 448  I come with joy   

Offertory hymn: 454  Love is his word, love is his way   

Communion hymn: 460  O thou, who at thy Eucharist didst 

pray 

  

Closing hymn: 212 Now the green blade   

Postlude: Noel Nouvelet M Bedford  
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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 25 MAY THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
COLLECT  
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your 
Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ  your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit  one God, now and for ever.     
Amen. 

NT READING Acts 16: 9 –  15   

During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.’  When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, 
being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. We set sail from Troas and took a 
straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city 
of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day 
we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was listening 
to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 
to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she prevailed upon us. 

 

GOSPEL John 5: 1 – 9 
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep 

Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes.  In these lay many invalids – blind, 

lame, and paralysed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying 

there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’  The sick 

man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am 

making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and 

walk.’  At once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a 

sabbath. 

 

MUSIC  

Prelude: Solothurn C Hand  

Opening hymn: 710  Light's abode, celestial Salem   

Gradual hymn: 236  Breathe on me, breath of God   

Offertory hymn: 522  We cannot measure how you heal   

Communion hymn 1:  456  Now let us from this table rise   

Communion hymn  2: 805  There is a Redeemer   

Closing hymn: 644  God is love, let heaven adore him   

Postlude: Chelsea Fayre R Goss Custard  
 

 

 

 
SPRING CHURCHYARD WORK PARTY - SATURDAY 17 MAY 10.00 am -12.00 noon 

Once the beautiful daffodils and bluebells in the churchyard have died back, it will be the ideal time to have another 

work party in the churchyard. We would be delighted if as many people as possible can come along, even if only for 

part of the time. No experience required and we can supply tools if you cannot bring your own.  Those who came last 

year made a huge difference and had great fun too! 

Our initial focus will be around the areas nearest to the church, tidying some of the notable graves, and marking off 

those areas across the churchyard to be left for wildlife. It will also be a chance to simply enjoy the space and discuss 

proposals for the future. 

If you have any questions please talk to Jo McMullen or Anne Sweeney. 
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ALL SAINTS ELECTION RESULTS AT THE APCM AND OTHER PARISH MEETINGS, 

Monday 28 April 2025 at Boyne Hill Cricket Club 

Parishioners’ Meeting, election of Churchwardens:  

Steve Foley and John Bolodeoku elected as Churchwardens for 1 year.  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting, PCC membership update.  

Those elected to the PCC for 3 years: Greg Hurst, Jeremy Nordberg, Jo McMullen, Kerry Hudson. Fr Jeremy welcomed 

Kerry as a newcomer to the PCC.  

Mei Bolygo stood down from the PCC during the year.  

Stella Harding and David Morgan stood down from the PCC after completing 3 years in office. 

Fr Jeremy thanked Mei Bolygo for her contribution to the PCC and for her continuing work with Tiny Saints. Fr Jeremy 

thanked David Morgan for his contribution as PCC Secretary. Fr Jeremy thanked Stella for her contribution to the PCC 

and to the life of the church. He welcomed the fact that Stella was staying on as Safeguarding Officer and leader of 

the sidespeople. 

Fr Jeremy thanked Rod Broad for his outstanding contribution as Parish Treasurer for six years and for his contribution 

to the PCC and the life of the Church. Fr Jeremy welcomed the fact that Rod was remaining a member of the PCC. 

PCC Meeting, Appointments: 

• John Bolodeoku confirmed as Treasurer, also as Properties Manager 

• Steve Foley as lay vice-chair, also as Buildings Manager 

• Rod Broad as deputy treasurer 

• Ken Smith as Deputy Churchwarden 

• Jo McMullen as PCC Secretary 

PCC Membership April 2025 

The new PCC membership is as follows: Fr Jeremy, Steve Foley, John Bolodeoku, Ken Smith, Rod Broad, Henderson 

Burgess, Brian Graves, Greg Hurst, Jeremy Nordberg, Laura Nunu, Jo Sheppard, Kerry Hudson, Jo McMullen. 

In addition, Anne Dellar and Arash Rezaei were co-opted to the PCC for one year. 

Other appointments made by the PCC  

• Stella Harding was re-appointed as Safeguarding Officer. 

• Sue Stannett was re- appointed Electoral Roll Officer. 
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PARISH VISIT TO WORCESTER COLLEGE 

A group of All Saints parishioners had a highly enjoyable visit 
to Worcester College, Oxford on Saturday 10th May in warm 
spring sunshine. Our group travelled by minibus to the 
College where Relf Clark, our celebrated organist and a 
graduate of Worcester College, greeted us and gave a 
fascinating talk on its history. This began with its foundation 
in 1283 as Gloucester College, a place of learning for 
Benedictine monks. After Henry VIII’s break with Rome and 
the dissolution of the monasteries, the buildings were 
acquired by St John’s College and became an annex known 
as Gloucester Hall. It was a bequest from a nobleman, Sir 
Thomas Cookes, that led to the re-founding on the site of 
Worcester College in 1714. 
Relf invited our group to regard the 18th Century Georgian 

buildings on the north and east of the main quad and 

contrast these with the original pre-Reformation buildings 

on the south side, known as ‘The Cottages’ with uneven 

roof lines, as they were built individually for scholars of 

different Benedictine communities.   

Next, Relf led a tour of the College gardens which comprise an incredible 26 acres of land maintained by eight 

gardeners. Members of our group agreed that these eight gardeners are well-employed. We admired 

handsome lawns, borders, shrubs, trees, the lake and a cricket match in progress, all the more beautiful in 

glorious sunshine.  

After a rest over tea, we made our way to Magdalen College for choral evensong in its magnificent chapel. By 

good fortune, the service had an augmented choir comprising the youth choir of Christ Church Cathedral and 

students from Magdalen College School.  

Our group was in luck, in obtaining seats in the stalls within the 15th century Chapel whose east wall has a 

reredos of more than 50 statues depicting the Trinity, Seraphim and Cherubim, Angels, Apostles, Prophets, 

Martyrs, Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the Saints. 

The choir began the service by singing, in the antechapel, Anton Bruckner’s Locus Iste with wonderful 

resonance. The preces were followed by Psalms 53 and 54, a tremendous Magnificat, and an extended 

anthem – Samuel Sebastian Wesley’s Ascribe Unto The Lord. It was an uplifting service. 

We are most grateful to Relf Clark for hosting a memorable visit, and to Sue Stannett for so ably supporting 
the arrangements. 

Greg Hurst 

 

 


